
 

 

PTO MINUTES 
JANUARY 14, 2014 MEETING 

 
 
I. The meeting was called to order at 7:34 P.M.  A motion was made and seconded 
to approve the November Minutes. 
 
II. PTO President, Sue Stalzer, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  She then 
informed everyone that as per the PTO By Laws, we would be looking for parent 
volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee.  It’s purpose would be to gather 
candidates for all Board positions for the upcoming year.  An eblast will go out shortly 
asking for volunteers. 
 
III. Principal’s Report - Mrs. Palagi announced that the 2nd Bobcat Gathering of the 
year would be January 15th, and it would focus on Friendship & Teamwork.  She also 
told the PTO that there will be 4 new staff members in the building - sophomore college 
students who will be co-teaching.  There is a new program in the district - Aspire - which 
utilizes seniors in our community in the classroom as special readers.  Mrs. Palagi noted 
that she, Nurse Thomas, and a select group of parents will be meeting to revisit food 
guidelines for school parties.  She also noted that while the teachers have always 
enjoyed the Cookie Exchange provided by the PTO Teacher Appreciation Committee, 
she and the teachers have asked that we change that event to meet with the school’s 
commitment to making healthy food choices.  Mrs. Palagi announced that the district is 
meeting to discuss moving up the scheduling of Parent/Teacher Conferences prior to 
the 2nd trimester, in response to parent feedback.      
 
IV. Committee Reports 
 
 A. ASE - Kate Walker informed the PTO that ASE registration was going very 
well and that they were attempting to add some classes that were extremely popular; 
 B. Yearbbook - Lori Sheehy announced that the Yearbook is now on sale on 
Community Pass through April 4th.  They are $17.54 this year.   
 C. Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts - Stephanie McSweeney spoke to the PTO 
regarding the upcoming Recharter for the Scouts’ Organizations.  They must be 
sponsored by an organization, and at Bell-Graham, that has historically been the PTO.  
The Scouts provide the Haunted Hallway, as well as many volunteers, for our Fall 
Festival.  They also do quite a bit of community service including volunteering at Feed 
My Starving Children, running a week-long cereal drive, picking up trash on Route 64 
twice a year, volunteering at the Northern Illinois Food Bank, donating food and gifts for 
2 families at Christmas, building targets and storage containers for the Campton Hills 
Police Department, and many more.  In 2013 they had 5 new Eagle Scouts - all who 
came from Bell-Graham Elementary.  It was agreed that the PTO sponsorship of the 
Scouts would continue. 
  



 

 

V. There was no new business.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M. 


